
  

 

  

Project Materials Guidelines 
In addition to required ISEF Forms (grades 6-12) ,ALL students will be required to upload the 
following as part of the online registration: 

1. Profile Picture 

2. Abstract 

3. Project Board 

Additionally, students may upload the following (not required): 

1. Research Report 

DEADLINES 

February 18, 2024 ~ Student ONLINE ENTRY DEADLINE on zFairs 

• Completed online registration INCLUDING Profile Picture 

• ALL required ISEF Forms 

• Abstract 

• Media Release • Payment 

March 3, 2024 ~ LAST DAY to upload Project Boards, Research Report, and/or update Abstract 

Profile Picture (required) 



Students will be REQUIRED to upload a profile picture. This should be a current/recent photo 
taken 

from the chest up. There will be an area on the student registration where students may upload 
their photo. 

Profile pictures will be used as part of the virtual project showcase which will replace the in-
person Open House usually held during STEM Challenges. The virtual project showcase will 
allow family, teachers, and the public to view student projects. 

March 16, 2024 

Project Board (required) 

Students will need BOTH a physical display board to present during in-person judging interviews 
AND a virtual display board for the online project showcase. There will be no in-person open 
house so the online project showcase allows family, friends, teachers, and other community 
members to view the projects. 

Additionally, the virtual boards will be previewed by judges ahead of judging day which is very 
helpful for the judges and facilitates a more productive interview. 

VIRTUAL PROJECT BOARD 

ALL students will be REQUIRED to create a project board in PDF format and upload to zFairs. 

1. You can find virtual board templates at this site: 

https://www.posterpresentations.com/free-poster-templates.html 

2. Students may use any pre-made template OR the personalized template found on this site, 

BUT may only use the following dimension options: “36x48” OR “Virtual”. 

3. Once students have downloaded their preferred template, the file will open as a PowerPoint. 

4. Students will build their board in PowerPoint and MUST include (at a minimum) the 

following sections: 

a. Header with project title and student name(s). NO OTHER personal info on board (i.e. school, 
grade, etc.) 

b. Abstract 

c. Rationale, Question/Purpose 

d. Hypothesis 

e. Materials and Methods 



f. Data 

g. Results 

h. Conclusions 

5. Students may add additional sections if required to adequately explain their work. 

6. Style and content guidelines: 

a. All photos, graphs, charts, etc. must be cited. If created by student, then one statement on 
the board saying “All images/graphics created by student”. If created by someone else, must 
properly cite source. 

b. NO PHOTOS on board of any person other than student researcher(s). 

c. NO QR codes or live links to other materials, videos, etc. 

d. Use 12 pt OR LARGER standard font (such as Times New Roman or Arial). 

7. Once the board is complete, save as a PDF. 

8. Upload PDF to zFairs under the file type “Project Board” (students can upload during 

registration or return to their profile and upload before the project board upload deadline). 

9. Project boards will be viewable to the public as part of the virtual project showcase and will 
be viewed/scored by both category and special awards judges. 

PHYSICAL PROJECT BOARD 

• Students must prepare a physical project board to display during judging. This the typical 
trifold “science fair” board. 

• The board must be no more than 30” deep; 48” wide; 108” from the floor to the top of 
project (or 78” from top of table). 

• See last two pages of this document for the Display & Safety Checklist which details the 

guidelines/requirements for the board and what is/is not allowed on the display. 

Abstract (required) 

Students will be REQUIRED to COPY and PASTE their Abstract into the registration form. 

The Abstract pasted into the registration form should adhere to the following: 

• NO MORE than 250 words. 

• Summary of the project that includes a brief discussion of the question/rationale, hypothesis, 

methods, and results. 



• Should NOT include student names or project title. 

• Should not be divided into sections. An abstract should be written in paragraph form using 

complete sentences. 

Research Report (optional) 

Students will have the option to upload a full report in support of their project board. The 
Research 

Report is not required but students may use it to provide further explanation of their project. 

The Research Report will be viewable to the public as part of the virtual project showcase as 
well as during judging by both category and special awards judges. 

We are not providing any guidelines for content and style of the research report with the 
following exceptions: 

• Must be in PDF format. 

• Must not include any QR codes or live links to other materials. 

• Must not include any personal info other than student name(s). 

Reports should be uploaded to zFairs under the file type “Research Report”. 

NOTE: a Research Report is different than the Research Plan that is required from all students 
as part of the required ISEF paperwork. 

Virtual Project Showcase 

An important part of STEM Challenge is allowing students to share their work, not just with 
judges but also with their peers, families, and members of the public. We will be utilizing the 
Virtual Project Showcase to facilitate that purpose in place of our usual in-person Open House. 
Students should be sure to upload/complete all items so they have a completed profile to show 
off their hard work! 



Below is an example of what each project profile will look like in the Showcase 

 
 

Southern NM STEM Challenge 

 

DISPLAY & SAFETY REGULATIONS AND PROJECT SET-UP APPROVAL FORM 

The following regulations must be adhered to by ALL Exhibitors. Knowledge of Display & Safety 
requirements is the responsibility of the Student Exhibitor and Adult Sponsor(s). The Display 
& Safety Committee may require students to make revisions to conform to the regulations. Any 
questionable items or safety concerns identified during inspection require review by the Display 
& Safety Committee Chair(s) and/or Research Challenge staff. 

 

 

 

 

 



Inspectors: Check each box on BOTH sides of this form after inspected and confirmed. 

 



 


